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Middle Pecos Groundwater Conservation District 
Minutes of July 20, 2010 

 
 

On this the 20th day of July, 2010, a Public Hearing and Regular Session of the 
Middle Pecos Groundwater Conservation District, of Pecos County, Texas, met in the 
Courtroom of the Pecos County Courthouse, Fort Stockton, Texas located at 103 West 
Callaghan with the following members present, to-wit: 

 
Glenn Honaker President, Precinct 1 
John Dorris Vice President, Precinct 3 
Janet Groth Precinct 1  
Merrell Daggett Precinct 2 
Lynn Holland Precinct 3 
Ronald Cooper Precinct 4 
Vanessa Cardwell City of Fort Stockton 
S. Evans Turpin City of Iraan 
Houston McKenzie At Large 

 
Quorum Present. 
Member Absent:  Alvaro Mandujano, Jr., and M. R. Gonzalez 

 
Others Present:   Paul Weatherby/General Manager, Randy Williams/MPGCD 
Hydrogeologist, Melissa  Mills/Office  Manager,  Bob Varmette/Fort Stockton Pioneer, Jeff 
Williams, Dr. Jim Duke, Fort Stockton Holdings-Attorneys/Ed McCarthy and Robert Rendall; 
Michael Thornhill and Darrell Peckham/FSH Hydrogeologist, Rafael Castillo,  Weldon 
Blackwelder, John Grant, Gregg McKenzie, Cynthia Hollander, Gary Bryant. 

 
Public Hearing Call to Order at 1:07 PM by President Honaker. 

 
 

I  Call to Order 
  
II  Public hearing to receive public input on proposed amendments to the District’s rules to 

address statutory requirements and procedures regarding hearings and appeals of 
District decisions, the threshold requirement for hydrogeological reports, director 
appointment, and regulation of groundwater withdrawals by management zones and 
regarding the managed available groundwater and desired future conditions of aquifers 
within the District. 

 
 President Glenn Honaker suggested that the Board and interested members of the 

public should read the new proposed rule amendments.  Another public hearing will be 
scheduled for August to take Board and public comments.  There was no public 
comment today.  However, Ed McCarthy, attorney for Fort Stockton Holdings, filed 
written comments.  Written comments were also received from Lynn Sherman, attorney 
for Brad Davis. 

 
III Hearing adjourned at 1:37 p.m. 
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Regular Board Meeting Call to Order immediately following the Public Hearing 
 
I Consider and/or act upon minutes of June 15, 2010 

Ronald Cooper moved Evans Turpin seconded that the minutes of June 15, 2010 be 
approved.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

II Comments from Public and Media 
 John Grant, manager of the Colorado River Municipal Water District, asked to speak during 

agenda item #8, and the Board granted his request. 
 
 Gregg McKenzie addressed the Board and thanked them for waiting on the rule changes to give 

everyone a chance to look at them. 
 
 
III Consider and /or act upon Accounts Payable and Treasurer’s Report for 06-30-2010 

Merrell Daggett made a motion to approve the accounts payable and Treasurers’ 
Reports.  Seconded by Evans Turpin.  Motion carried. 

 
 
IV Consider and/or act upon Adoption of Rule Amendments 
 Postponed until August 17th board meeting.  No action taken. 
 
 
V Consider and/or act upon Budget for 2010/2011 
 A working-draft for the 2010/2011 budget that was prepared by Paul Weatherby was 

distributed to the Board Members.  President Honaker announced that there would be a 
workshop for the budget and would be scheduled to take place before the regular 
meeting on August 17th. 

 
 
VI Consider and/or act upon Management Plan and set Public Hearing date for 

August 17th 
 
Manager Paul Weatherby reviewed the voluntary compliance agreement letter from TCEQ 
that is dated June 30, 2010.  We were out of compliance due to not having our groundwater 
management plan adopted by August 2009.  We are now in a voluntary compliance status.  
We have dates and special instructions to abide by that are stated in the letter.  June 20 is 
the day we are to have a draft management plan and set a hearing date, and we are to mail 
the draft mgmt. plan to the agencies they have listed in the letter.  The draft management 
plan will also be on our website, and will be available for review at our office.  By August 17th 
we shall schedule a public hearing on the proposed management plan.  By September 17th 
we shall adopt by resolution a groundwater management plan in accordance with the Code 
and TWDB rules.  We will be able to comply with the TCEQ requirements. 
 
*  Special note:  on July 22nd TCEQ granted us permission to extend the September 17th 
compliance date to September 21st which is our regularly scheduled meeting date. 
 
John Dorris made a motion to set a public hearing for the management plan on August 17, 
2010, to commence at 10 a.m.  Seconded by Lynn Holland.  Motion carried. 
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VII Consider and/or act upon Public Officials’ Errors & Omissions Policy and other insurance 

coverage 
 Manager Paul Weatherby updated the Board on the two policies.  Our attorney Mike 
Gershon and Paul Weatherby have reviewed the policies carefully and recommend to the 
Board to accept the proposal from Capps Insurance Agency for the $2,000,000 coverage at a 
cost of $1,044 per year. 
 Merrell Daggett made a motion to accept the proposal from Capps Insurance Agency 
for the $2,000,000 coverage at a cost of $1,044 per year.  Seconded by John Dorris.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
VIII    Consider and/or act upon Resolution Adopting Desired Future Conditions for GMA 3 

MPGCD hydrologist Randy Williams took the floor.  The Groundwater Management Area 3 
(GMA 3) needs to adopt a resolution specifying what the Desired Future Conditions (DFC) 
of the Pecos Valley aquifer, portions of the Edwards/Trinity aquifer, the Dockum aquifer, the 
Capitan Reef aquifer, and the Rustler aquifer.  The adoption of the resolution has to occur 
prior to September 1, 2010.  The Middle Pecos GCD is the only GCD in GMA 3.  What we 
are asking for today is your permission to use the DFC that we have developed for Pecos 
County in a resolution that will be developed for GMA 3 to submit to Texas Water 
Development Board.  Paul is the only voting member.  Through the GMA3 process, he is 
trying to get participation and feed back from folks in the other counties (Ward, Winkler, 
Loving, Reeves, Crane) for what they want.  In Pecos County, Paul and I recognize that this 
Board is the governing authority, both for the groundwater district activities and for what we 
are doing on your behalf in the Groundwater Management Area.  We do have a complete 
version of the draft management plan – all the values that I’ll walk you through are given in 
the management plan.  They are not labeled as Desired Future Conditions statements.  

 John Grant, manager of the Colorado River Municipal Water District, made public comment 
which is summarized as follows: 
  CRMWD is a special law district set up by the legislature in 1949.  The member 
cities are Odessa, Big Springs and Snyder.  They are a regional raw water supplier and their 
customers are Midland, Stanton, Robert Lee, San Angelo, Abilene, Doole, Millers View, and 
Grandfalls.  They are one of the major stakeholders in GMA 3 and are primarily focused on 
Ward and Winkler counties.  They have a water right lease in Ward county that was 
started/acquired in the early 1970’s – it’s about 17 sections of land that they have been 
producing groundwater from and been using.  They have recently acquired about 20 sections 
of land in Ward County.  It was the old well field that supplied TXU’s power plant.  They are in 
the process of converting that from strictly steam electric generation to some steam electric, 
some industrial, and will use some for municipal use as well. 
 They have 5 sections of land in Winkler County acquired around 1985, for future water 
development, have never been developed yet. 
 Midland also acquired several sections of land in Winkler County/Loving County, what 
they call their T-Bar well field and they acquired that for future groundwater.  CRMWD is 
interested in the Monument Draw trough in the Pecos Valley aquifer and goes basically 
through Ward and Winkler Counties; there are several well fields in the draw right now all for 
municipal use.  The city of Pecos has some wells over there, Monahans, Winkler, Kermit, 
and Crane may actually some wells over there. 
 I think that the right thing to do is take these numbers back to the next GMA 3 meeting 
that is possibly on Aug. 9th.  CRMWD has been waiting for the TWDB to re-run their models 
again.  John Grant said that the model that TWDB has is wrong. 
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No action taken by the Board of Directors on agenda item #VIII. 
 
Board Recessed at 3:25 p.m.  Reconvened at 3:41 p.m. 
 
 
IX     Consider and/or act upon Resolution Adopting Desired Future Conditions for GMA 7 
 Manager Weatherby began by saying that GMA 7 will meet on July 29th.  They want to 
pass resolutions for the Edwards/Trinity, one for Capitan Reef and one for the Rustler.  Once 
they are signed, they will go to the Texas Water Development Board.  The West Texas 
Regional Groundwater Alliance will have a meeting on Thursday, July 22 in Wall, Texas, to 
discuss final preparations for the GMA 7 meeting on July 29th. 
 In the Capitan Reef resolution there are confined and unconfined aquifers in Pecos 
County. MPGCD will be proposing a specific addition to this resolution document.  First 
addition:  The total net decline in water levels in the unconfined portion of the aquifer within 
the Middle Pecos GCD at the end of a 50 year period shall not exceed 15 feet below water 
levels in the aquifer in the year 2010.  Second addition:  The total net decline in the confined 
portion of the aquifer with in within the Middle Pecos GCD at the end of a 50 year period shall 
not exceed 200 feet below water levels in the aquifer in the year 2010. 
 The Rustler resolution: The total net decline within the Middle Pecos GCD at the end 
of a 50 year period shall not exceed 300 feet below water levels in the year 2010. 
 Regarding the GMA 7 meeting on July 29, 2010, since neither Board Members nor the 
General Manager would be able to attend the meeting and be the voting representative for 
MPGCD, John Dorris made a motion to have Randy Williams represent the MPGCD and be 
the voting representative at that meeting.  Motion seconded by Lynn Holland.  Motion carried. 

Vanessa Cardwell made a motion and a second by Merrell Daggett to approve the 
resolutions for Desired Future Conditions for Groundwater Management Area 7 for the 
following aquifers: 

1.  Resolution #07-29-10-6/Capitan Reef aquifer total net decline within the Middle 
Pecos GCD at the end of a 50 year period shall not exceed 1) for the unconfined 
portion of the aquifer to not exceed 15’ below 2010 water levels in the aquifer in 
the year 2010; and 2) the confined portion of the aquifer to not exceed 200’ below 
2010 water levels in the aquifer in the year 2010.. 

2. Resolution #07-29-10-7/Rustler aquifer total net decline within the Middle Pecos 
GCD at the end of a 50 year period shall not exceed 300 feet below water levels in 
the aquifer in the year 2010. 

3. Resolution #07-29-10-9/Edwards-Trinity aquifer total net decline within the Middle 
Pecos GCD at the end of a 50 year period shall not exceed 18 feet below water 
levels in the aquifer in the year 2010 in Crockett, Ector, Irion, Pecos and Upton 
Counties. 

 
Motion carried with no opposition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

MPGCD  Minutes of July 20, 2010 
Page 5 

 
Recap of the MPGCD Desired Future Conditions: 
GMA 3 
Desired Future Conditions 

Total net decline within MPGCD at the end of 
a 50 year period shall not exceed: 

Edwards/Trinity and Pecos Valley aquifer   33’ 
Rustler aquifer 300’ 
Capitan aquifer                       confined: 200’ 
                                           unconfined N/A 
 
GMA 7 
Desired Future Conditions 

Total net decline within MPGCD at the end of 
a 50 year period shall not exceed: 

Edwards/Trinity   18’ 
Rustler aquifer N/A 
Capitan aquifer                       confined: 200’ 
                                           unconfined   15’ 
 
X    Consider and/or act upon Progress Reports: Palmer Drought Severity Index maps, 

Well Registrations, Production Permits, Drilling Permits, Data Loggers, ongoing 
Water Quality Analysis, USGS 

 The Palmer Drought Severity Index map was presented to each Board Member 
 Well registrations are ongoing. 
 There have been a few exempt well drilled. 
 Fort Stockton High School is preparing a production permit for 40 a/f 
 Data Loggers:  There are 3 transducers for Brewster County GCD and one at 

Foster Cox’s. 
 Water analysis is not showing any contamination. 
 USGS has logged wells and will have an analysis soon. 

 
 
XI General Manager’s report on incoming Groundwater District-related 

Correspondence 
 The District Extension office has provided us with a map that shows all of our well 

that are being monitored.  The brown color indicates wells in the management 
zones. 

 There is a Texas Water Law conference in September, and a copy of the 
information was given to the directors. 

 
XII Consider and/or act upon Agenda for next meeting 
 Budget and Tax Rate Workshop starting @ 10 a.m. 
 Rule amendment hearing 
 Management Plan hearing 
 GMA 3 Resolution 
 GMA 7 briefing 
 
XIII Adjourn     Merrell Daggett made a motion to adjourn, seconded by John Dorris.  The 

motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 4:09 p.m. 
 
 
______________________ _______________________ ________________ 
M. R. Gonzalez,     Glenn Honaker   Date Approved 
Secretary/Treasurer  President 


